The information below is intended to inform handlers of airsoft replica’s as to the some of the powers of An Garda Siochana in the circumstance of the handler giving reason to be stopped. This list is by no means comprehensive.

When transporting, or in the possession of replica firearms handlers should ALWAYS act with due care and discretion so as to avoid the possibility of causing any form of distress to any member of the general public.

Mishandling of Replica Firearms which, intentionally or otherwise, causes alarm to a member of the general public is classed as assault and will be viewed as such in the eyes of the law.
An Garda Siochana will ALWAYS treat replica firearms with the same prejudice as actual firearms. A position which the IAA fully supports.
Firearms act, 1925-1970

Powers of members of the Garda Síochána:

22-4:

In addition to any other powers conferred on him under this Act or otherwise, any member of the Gárda Síochána may stop and search and may also arrest without warrant any person whom he believes to be in possession of or to be using or carrying a firearm or ammunition in contravention of any of the provisions of this Act, and may search any such person, and, whether arresting him or not, may seize and detain any firearm or ammunition in his possession or used or carried by him.

Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act, 1976

Carrying firearm with criminal intent:

9:

amendment to the Firearms act, 1964.

27B. (1) A person who has with him a firearm or an imitation firearm with intent to commit an indictable offence, or to resist or prevent the arrest of himself or another, in either case while he has the firearm or imitation firearm with him, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years.

(2) In proceedings for an offence under this section proof that the accused had a firearm or imitation firearm with him and intended to commit an indictable offence or to resist or prevent arrest is evidence that he intended to have it with him while doing so.
Arrest without warrant:

19:

(1) Any person may arrest without warrant anyone who is or whom he, with reasonable cause, suspects to be in the act of committing an offence under section 2 (1).

(2) Where an offence under section 2 (1) or 3 has been committed, any person may arrest without warrant anyone who is or whom he, with reasonable cause, suspects to be guilty of the offence.

(3) Where a member of the Garda Síochána, with reasonable cause, suspects that an offence under section 2 (1) or 3 has been committed, he may arrest without warrant anyone whom be, with reasonable cause, suspects to be guilty of the offence.

(4) A member of the Garda Síochána may arrest without warrant anyone who is or whom he, with reasonable cause, suspects to be about to commit an offence under section 2 (1).

(5) For the purpose of arresting a person under any power conferred by this section a member of the Garda Síochána may enter (if need be, by force) and search any place where that person is or where the member, with reasonable cause, suspects him to be.

(6) The provisions of this section shall apply to an attempt to commit an offence as they apply to the commission of that offence.

(7) This section shall not prejudice any power of arrest conferred by law apart from this section.

